
Contents

ix List of Illustrations 

xi Acknowledgments

xiii Preface 

3 Introduction

31 p a r t  i :  Neorealism Proper

33 1. Rossellini’s Open City: The Founding

54 2. De Sica’s Bicycle Thief: Casting Shadows on thè
Visionary City

76 3. De Santis’s Bitter Rice: A Neorealist Hybrid

96 4. De Sica’s Umberto D: Dark Victory for
Neorealism

119  P A R T  i l :  Transitions

12 1  5. Comencini’s Bread, Love, and Fantasy:
Consumable Realism

144 6. Fellini’s La strada: Transcending Neorealism

164 7. Visconti’s Senso: The Risorgimento According
to Gramsci

188 8. Antonioni’s Red Desert: Abstraction as thè
Guiding Idea

209 p a r t  1 1 1  : Return to Social Commentary

2 1 1  9. Olmi’s II posto: Discrediting thè Economie
Miracle



C O N T E N T S

228 I O .

245 1 1 .

263 1 2 .

283 PA R

285 I 3 -

313 14.

339 I 5 -

360 1 6 .

391 I 7 -

423 Biblio

437 Index

Honor Code

i i .  Pasolini’s Teorema: The Halfway Revolution

Petri’s Investigation o f a Citizen above Suspi­
cioni Power as Pathology

Price of Commitment

Two Italies

Stars: Ambivalent Tribute to Neorealism

An Epilogue


